
Writing to Discuss – Progression Document 

 Examples/Planners Text features Sentence 
structure 

Make it flow 

Year 
5 

Text Type Examples: 
Balanced argument, newspaper/radio article, review 

 

Relative Clauses 
Human immigration, 
which is becoming a 
major concern in Europe 
due to various factors, is 
something we need to 
understand more. 
 

Quotes 
Martin Luther King Jr 
famously said,  
“Injustice anywhere is a 
threat to justice 
everywhere.” 
 

Complex lists 
People leave their home 
countries for various 
reasons: lack of 
employment; 
uninhabitable living 
conditions; war between 
state; reuniting the 
family. 
 

Parenthesis 
Refugees can request a 
right of asylum 
(protection by another 
country) if they are not 
safe to remain living in 
their country of birth. 
 

Modal verbs 
must, mustn’t  
will, won’t 
shall, shall not  
would, wouldn’t 

 
Adverbials 
Despite the negatives 
…  As a consequence of 
this … 

 
Passive voice 
The laws are 
determined by the 
government. 

 
Technical vocabulary 
administration  
embassy 

 
Formal tone 
It is felt that the target 
is unrealistic and 
unachievable. 

 
Expanded noun 
phrases 
These alarming images 
coming to use from on 
board the boat. 

Conjunctions 
FANBOYS ~ although ~ as 
~ while ~ until ~ since 
 

 

 
Connectives 
equally ~ likewise ~ 
many people believe ~ 
alternatively ~ rather 
than ~ whereas ~ 
consequently ~ hence ~ 
due to the fact 



Year 
6 

Text Type Examples: 
Balanced argument, newspaper/radio article, review 

 

Relative Clauses 
The North Sea, which 
covers an area of 
approximately 575,000 
km², would flood all of the 
Eastern counties of 
England such as Norfolk, 
Suffolk and Lincolnshire if 
the water level rose 
dramatically. 
 

Quotes 
“This is the biggest crisis 
humanity has ever faced. 
This is not something you 
can ‘like’ on Facebook.” 
Greta Thunberg, Swedish 
environmental activist. 
 

Complex lists 
Many environmental 
issues arise due to climate 
change: more violent 
weather conditions; 
drought in vegetative 
areas; death of animal 
and plant species; 
flooding from rivers and 
lakes. 
 

Parenthesis 
This flooding - the worst 
in history – could wipe 
out millions of species. 
Oceans absorb 27% of 
CO₂ (carbon dioxide) in 
the atmosphere. 

Modal verbs 
May have 
Might have 
Ought to 
Could have 
 
Adverbials 
Contrary to popular 
opinion …  
Owing to an increase 
in … 

 
Passive voice 
The lands will be 
destroyed by the flood 
irreparably. 

 
Technical vocabulary 
hypothesis 
carbon footprint 
 

Formal tone 
It is felt that the target 
is unrealistic and 
unachievable. 
 

Subjunctive 
It is imperative it be 
acted upon without 
delay. 

Conjunctions 
FANBOYS ~ although ~ as 
~ while ~ until ~ since 
 

 
 
Connectives 
furthermore ~ moreover 
~ contrary to ~ 
conversely ~ in spite of 
this nevertheless ~ owing 
to ~ inevitably ~ the 
evidence suggests 

 


