
Writing to Entertain – Progression Document 

 Examples/Planners Text features Sentence structure Make it flow 

Year 1 

 
 

 

Sentence openers 
Once upon a time  
Early one morning  
Next  
Suddenly 

Conjunctions 
The forest was dark and she 
couldn’t see where she was.  
The pirates were meant to 
be scary but they looked 
funny.  
Eliot needed his bag 
because he was going on a 
long adventure. 

Past tense 
1st or 3rd person 
He walked to the toy room.  
I pushed the Pirate ship. 

Capital letters  
I  
Handa 
England 

Exclamation marks  
What clever children you 
are! 
How exciting! 

Noun phrases 
sneaky boy  
round, shiny coin 

Similes  
as quick as a flash  
as brave as a lion 

Repetition  
He ran and he ran and he 
ran 
A lean cat, a mean cat 

Alliteration  
A cool cat  
A sneaky snake 

Conjunctions 
and 
but 
because 

Adverbials 
then~ every day ~ quickly ~ 
suddenly ~ above ~ inside ~ 
under 

 

Year 2 

 

Sentence openers 
Eventually  
The next day  
On Mondays  
Foolishly / Nervously 

Conjunctions 
The moon was bright so the 
spaceship landed perfectly. 
They were going to have tea 
after they played some 
games.  

Capital letters 
I  
Harry  
Mad Hatter  
Taj Mahal 

Exclamation marks 
Watch out!  
Ouch!  
How careless of you! 

Comparative adjectives 
big ~ bigger ~ biggest  
happy ~ happier ~ happiest 

Noun phrases 

Conjunctions 
and ~ but ~ or ~ so ~ because ~ 
if ~ after ~ before ~ when 

Adverbials 
earlier ~ eventually ~ finally ~ 
in the end ~ the next day ~ 
behind the 



Vlad could either try to save 
the buildings or try to save 
himself. 

Past tense 
He was preparing the 
interesting exhibits ready 
for the visitors.  
Sarah was moving slowly 
through the different lands 
that were all new to her. 

Specific words 
walked instead of went 
grabbed instead of got 
Skittles instead of sweets 

strange, new lands  
harmless, clumsy creature 

Similes 
as mad as a hatter  
like a fish 

List of 3 
He wore old shoes, a dark 
cloak and a red hat. 

Year 3 

 

Sentence openers 
Mysteriously  
Fortunately  
As soon as  
Later that day  
In front of 

Conjunctions 
He was tired yet he could 
not rest till it was done.  
Although it was dangerous, 
she climbed the dormant 
volcano.  
It was either save himself or 
rescue the treasure. 

Past tense 
He threw the dried, wispy 
sticks onto the fire to make 
it burn well.  
She had followed the story 
of the Chinese New Year 
very closely. 
Sentence of 3 
The cottage was almost 
invisible, hiding under a 

Short sentences 
Chulak was sad.  
It was no good. 

Expanded noun phrases 
strange, new lands 
harmless, clumsy creature 

Inverted commas 
“ Help me out of here,” 
cried Stig.  
“ Who are you?” she asked. 

Commas 
Mysteriously,  
In the morning, 

Similes 
as hot as a furnace 
like the blue of the ocean 

Sophisticated vocabulary 
unbelievable  
glorious 

Conjunctions 
FANBOYS ~ although ~ as ~ 
while ~ until ~ since 

 
Adverbials 
always ~ afterwards ~ 
tomorrow ~ as soon as ~ 
beyond ~ in front of 



thick layer of snow and 
glistening in the sunlight. 

Year 4 

 

Sentence openers 
Worrying about mum, 
Behind the shed,  
Although it was raining, 
Conjunctions 
They had to choose the best 
route or we would have 
been discovered.  
As everyone already knew 
each other, they moved 
straight onto the meeting. 
Ahmet was both sad and 
angry about the events. 
Past tense 
The Egyptians had built their 
pyramids to last using the 
finest stone.  
She had seen the lava 
rapidly spreading towards 
the town ready to swallow 
them up whole. 
Sentence of 3 
Sam rushed down the road, 
jumped on the bus and sank 
down into his seat. 

Short sentences 
It was midnight.  
It’s great fun. 

Expanded noun phrases 
repulsive, envious bully 
raging volcano in the 
distance 

Inverted commas 
Tranio shouted, “Watch 
out!”  
Curiously she whispered,  
“Hello.” 
Commas 
Mysteriously, 
In the morning, 
Similes 
As tall as a skyscraper 
Like a screaming banshee 

Sophisticated vocabulary 
abundant  
menacingly 

Conjunctions 
FANBOYS ~ AAAWWUBBIS ~ 
either … or ~ neither … nor 

 

 
Adverbials 
noisily ~ immediately ~ in 
March ~ meanwhile ~ before 
long ~ nearby 

Year 5 

 

Sentence openers 
Somewhere nearby, 
Within walking distance, 
Frightened by the dark, 
Paralysed with fear, 

Conjunctions 
Elliot could not find his map 
nor could he find his bag of 
supplies. 
Since they had been hiding, 
it had got dark.  

Expanded noun phrases 
The raucous cacophony 
inside the wooden mead-
hall stirred him. 

Inverted commas 
Jamie bellowed, “I don’t 
want to be here anymore. I 
hate you!” 

-ed clauses 

Conjunctions 
FANBOYS ~ AAAWWUBBIS ~ so 
… as ~ not only … but also 

 



Malkin not only aided 
Robert but also freed Lily 

Past tense 
Carrots had survived on the 
streets for most of his short, 
desperate life.  
For many moons, Grendel 
had occupied his crude, 
unsightly lair near the mead-
hall of Heorot. 

Amplification 
Metaphor  
time is money 
Personification  
the sun greeted me this 
morning  
Onomatopoeia  
the burning wood hissed 
and cracked 

Alarmed and disgusted by 
the workhouse, Jim plotted 
to leave. 

Relative clauses 
Elysium, where the 
immortal gods lived, was 
like paradise. 

Brackets 
Joe persuaded Ajay (his best 
friend) to join him at No. 10. 

Dashes 
Robert was devastated – he 
sobbed till he fell asleep. 

 
Adverbials 
in the blink of an eye ~ never 
before ~ within moments ~ 
North of 

Year 6 

 

Sentence openers 
ISPACE 
Proceeding with caution,  
As sneakily as a cat,  
In a disused garage, 
Obviously angered,  
Until he could escape, 
Influenced by Tim, 

Conjunctions 
Max would not be happy 
until evil was defeated.  
Until evil was defeated, Max 
would not be happy.  
Max, until evil was 
defeated, would not be 
happy. 

Active & Passive 
Active  

Expanded noun phrases 
The euphoric, victorious 
champion, who had battled 
hard, collapsed on the floor. 

Inverted commas 
“I can’t even begin to tell 
you,” trembled Cameron 
tearfully, “how terrified I 
am.” 

Question tags 
He’s in your class, isn’t he?  
They aren’t from round 
here, are they? 

Ellipses 
Somewhat flustered, they 
crept on into the unkempt 
temple . . . 

Subjunctive 

Conjunctions 
FANBOYS ~ AAAWWUBBIS ~ so 
… as ~ not only … but also 

 

 
Adverbials 



Albert apprehensively pulled 
the trigger.  
Passive  
The trigger was 
apprehensively pulled by 
Albert. 

Amplification 
Metaphor  
you are a rock 
Personification  
The angry sky roared 
ferociously.  
Hyperbole  
For the millionth time, be 
quiet! 

I would go if I were younger. 
I demand that they be 
counted again. 

Colons and semi-colons 
He was apprehensive: he 
couldn’t see.  
Some people admired her; 
others didn’t. 

beforehand ~ during the night 
~ in due course ~ South-West 
of 

 


